
You Are Arrested By 
Police

Police Decide Not to Take You to 
Jail and Not to Press Charges

Police Decide Not to Take You 
to Jail But Do Press Charges

Police Take You to Jail and 
Press Charges

Intake/Screening: 
D.A. Evaluates 

Charges

Continued Custody Hearing: 
Judge Determines Probable 

Cause and Whether to Release, 
Place on House Arrest or Set 

Bond (Only Happens If Detained 
at Arrest)

D.A. Files a 
Formal Petition or 
Verified Complaint

Adjudication 
Hearing (Trial)

Adjudicated Delinquent 
(Found Guilty)

Police Reprimand 
You and Release 
You to a Parent D.A. Refuses 

Charges

Informal 
Adjustment 
Agreement

Dismissed if 
Compliant

Pre-Trial Conference 
and Motions

Dismissal

Deferred 
Dispositional 
Agreement

Trial as an Adult for 
Certain Offenses

Found Not Guilty

Disposition 
(Sentencing)

Dismissed if 
CompliantProbation Day Treatment 

Programs

Residential 
Treatment 
Programs

Secure Care 
(Juvenile Prison)

Post Disposition:
Appeals, Reviews, etc.


